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P
rotection

 an
d A

dvocacy 
for N

ative A
m

erican
s 

w
ith

 D
isabilities  

 

Native American Disability Law Center, Inc. 
3535 E. 30th Street, Suite 201 
Farmington, New Mexico 87402 

 
 
 

They are alw
ays there w

hen you need it. 
 V

ery helpful and they know
 w

hat they're 
doing. 
 H

elped a lot, every question answ
ered 

thanks. 
 friendly, helpful, dependable  
 They w

ere very helpful! 
 C

om
m

ents from
 Form

er C
lients 

  C
ontacting T

he Law
 C

enter 
  If you or som

eone you know
 needs help or 

inform
ation, contact the Law

 C
enter at either 

of its offices. A Law
 C

enter staff m
em

ber w
ill 

interview
 you to m

ake sure you are eligible 
for services and that you have a legal issue 
that the Law

 C
enter can help to address.  

The Law
 C

enter m
akes every effort to m

eet 
clients at locations and tim

es that are close 
to and convenient for the client.   
 

Farm
ington O

ffice 
3535 East 30th Street, Suite 201 
Farm

ington, N
ew

 M
exico 87402 

(505) 566-5880 
Fax: (505) 566-5889 

Toll-Free: 1-800-862-7271 
 

G
allup O

ffice 
207 South Second Street 

G
allup, N

ew
 M

exico 87301 
(505) 863-7455 

Fax: (505) 863-1916 
Toll-Free: 1-877-283-3208 

 

P
rotection

 an
d A

dvocacy 
for N

ative A
m

erican
s 

w
ith

 D
isabilities  

Im
pairm

ent R
elated W

ork 
Expenses 

    
   F

or 
S

S
I 

recipients 
&

 
S

S
D

I 
beneficiaries, the cost of certain item

s & 
services that are required for you to w

ork 
m

ay 
be 

deducted 
from

 
your 

m
onthly 

earning 
&

 
keep 

your 
earnings 

below
 

S
ubstantial G

ainful A
ctivity, w

hich allow
s 

you to continue receiving your benefit 
check. 

These 
costs 

are 
called 

Im
pairm

ent 
R

elated 
W

ork 
E

xpenses 
(IR

W
E

).  
 In order to be considered an IR

W
E, the 

costs m
ust have the follow

ing elem
ents: 

 ►
 

E
xpenses m

ust be related to your 
im

pairm
ent &

 enable you to w
ork; 

►
 

You m
ust need the item

s or services 
to w

ork because of your disability; 
►

 
You m

ust pay the initial cost & not be 
reim

bursed form
 other sources; 

►
 

You m
ust pay the expenses in the 

m
onth w

hen you are or w
ere w

orking; 
and 

►
 

The expenses m
ust be reasonable 

for your com
m

unity. 
 There are no tim

e lim
its for how

 long you 
can deduct IR

W
E. You need to keep 

track of the costs &
 send a letter to the 

local S
ocial S

ecurity office asking them
 

to consider the cost as an IR
W

E. The 
S

S
A

 w
ill review

 the costs &
 determ

ine if 
they are IR

W
Es.    

Program
s to H

elp 
Individuals w

ith 
D

isabilities 
R

eturn to W
ork 

 

For m
ore inform

ation  
contact the  

N
ative A

m
erican 

D
isability Law

 C
enter 

 
Farm

ington O
ffice 

3535 East 30th Street, Suite 201 
Farm

ington, N
ew

 M
exico 87402 

(505) 566-5880 
Fax: (505) 566-5889 

Toll-Free: 1-800-862-7271 
 

G
allup O

ffice 
207 South Second Street 

G
allup, N

ew
 M

exico 87301 
(505) 863-7455 

Fax: (505) 863-1916 
Toll-Free: 1-877-283-3208 

 
C

A
LL U

S 
W

E C
A

N
 H

ELP YO
U

 
G

O
 B

A
C

K
 TO

 W
O

R
K

 
 

If you have questions about how
 

you can return to w
ork,  

please call us. 
 

If you are trying to return to w
ork 

&
 are having problem

s because 
you have a disability,  

please call us. 
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People W
ith D

isabilities  
H

ave R
ights  

 
Equality 

 
People 

w
ith 

disabilities 
are 

full 
and 

equal 
citizens. They have a right to be a part of their 
com

m
unity. 

They 
should 

not 
be 

treated 
differently because they have a disability. They 
should have equal access to opportunities and 
protections. 
 

R
espect &

 D
ignity 

 
The Law

 C
enter w

orks to protect people w
ith 

disabilities from
 abuse and neglect, to protect 

their dignity, to prom
ote their right to m

ake 
m

ajor choices in their lives, and to give them
 

access 
to 

supports 
and 

services 
in 

their 
com

m
unity. 

 
Independence 

 
People w

ith disabilities have the right to m
ake 

independent 
choices 

and 
to 

live 
independently. 

Services 
and 

supports 
to 

individuals 
w

ith 
disabilities 

m
ust 

m
eet 

the 
unique needs of each individual. 

 
C

hoices 
 

A
ll people w

ith disabilities have the right to 
m

ake 
choices 

about 
daily 

routines 
and 

m
ajor life events. W

e give our clients the 
inform

ation 
they 

need 
to 

m
ake 

choices 
regarding 

their 
m

edical 
treatm

ent, 
living 

a
rra

n
g

e
m

e
n

ts
, 

e
d

u
c

a
tio

n
, 

a
n

d 
em

ploym
ent.   __________ 

 The attorneys that helped m
e w

ere very 
friendly 

and 
know

ledgeable. 
They 

explained everything very thoroughly. 
 Form

er C
lient 

M
ission 

 
The M

ission of the N
ative Am

erican D
isability 

Law
 C

enter is to advocate so that the rights of 
N

ative 
Am

ericans 
w

ith 
disabilities 

in the 
Four 

C
orners 

area 
are 

enforced, 
strengthened 

and 
brought in harm

ony w
ith their com

m
unity. 

 
T

he Law
 C

enter’s S
ervices 

 
Inform

ation and R
eferral 

 T
he 

Law
 

C
enter 

provides 
inform

ation 
to 

people 
w

ith 
disabilities 

about 
their 

legal 
rights. 

W
e 

also 
tell 

people 
how

 
they 

can 
contact 

other 
offices 

and 
agencies 

to 
get 

services. 
 

Legal R
epresentation 

 The Law
 C

enter focuses legal services for clients 
based on the prim

ary issues identified by the 
com

m
unity.  W

e represent clients to help solve 
legal problem

s related to their disability. 

 
System

s A
dvocacy 

 The Law
 C

enter w
orks to increase or im

prove 
services, legal rights, and protection for people 
w

ith disabilities. 
 

Training and Education 
 The Law

 C
enter provides training and education 

about 
the 

legal 
rights 

of 
people 

w
ith 

disabilities 
to 

individuals, 
fam

ily 
m

em
bers, 

service 
providers, 

advocates, 
attorneys, 

governm
ental 

agencies, 
other 

advocacy 
organizations and the com

m
unity. 

  

T
he N

ative A
m

erican 
D

isability Law
 C

enter, Inc. 
       

The N
ative Am

erican D
isability Law

 C
enter, 

Inc. 
(The 

Law
 

C
enter) 

is 
a 

private 
and 

independent 
non-profit 

agency. 
The 

Law
 

C
enter helps protect the legal rights of N

ative 
Am

ericans w
ith disabilities w

ho live in the Four 
C

orners of Arizona, C
olorado, N

ew
 M

exico and 
U

tah. 
 

T
he N

ative A
m

erican D
isability 

Law
 C

enter provides legal  
services to N

ative A
m

ericans  
w

ith disabilities. 
 

C
ore V

alues 
 ►

 
W

e share a deep com
m

itm
ent to N

ative 
Am

ericans w
ith disabilities. 

►
 

W
e respect the individual, the com

m
unity 

and the law
s w

e seek to uphold. 
►

 
W

e value the histories and choices of the 
individuals and com

m
unities w

e serve. 
►

 
W

e are responsive to the needs of the 
com

m
unity. 

►
 

W
e use resources w

isely and ethically. 
►

 
W

e are transparent in our actions. 
 

P
urpose 

 The Purpose of the N
ative Am

erican D
isability 

Law
 C

enter is to advocate w
ith a generosity of 

spirit 
to 

ensure 
that 

N
ative 

Am
ericans 

w
ith 

disabilities 
have 

access 
to 

justice 
and 

are 
em

pow
ered 

and 
equal 

m
em

bers 
of 

their 
com

m
unities and nations. 

  


